
Golf Committee Meeting 
MacDonald Golf Course – 840 N Yale 

June 13, 2017 
4pm 
 

Present: Hoyt Hillman, President, Chair, Greg Ferris, At-Large, Thomas West, District II, Cindy 
Renard, District III, Richard Schodorf, District V, Troy Hendricks, Shana Appelhanz, Michelle Haun, 
David Buschschulte, Cody Lack, Ron Reese 
 
Absent: Dr. Michael Williams, District 1, Leon Lungwitz, District IV, Debbie Burch, District VI 
 
Hillman called the meeting to order at 4:10pm 
 

Public Agenda 
 

Regular Agenda Items 
 
Approval of Minutes from 4/11/2017 
Hillman stated we should discuss signage at the courses during open discussion. 
 
Schodorf stated he would like to see us schedule meetings for the golfers input. 
 
Hillman asked if there were any other questions or discussion related to previous minutes. 
 
Ferris moved to approve the minutes from 4/11/17. 
 
West second. 

 
Rounds/Expenditures  
Hendricks stated that rounds year-to-date through May are down 7% and rainfall is up.  Revenue is 
down 2% and net income is down.  Good news is that revenue per round is up.   
 
Ferris asked if that was due to the new carts. 
 
Hendricks stated that we are definitely renting more carts.  Tex still ran out of carts last weekend, 
despite the increase in fleet.  He stated that we are working on a comparison report on cart usage. 
 
Hillman asked if the cart report would be ready by the next meeting. 
 
Hendricks stated it will be a comparison report from the purchase date through November, but we 
may be able to see if there are to-date numbers available. 
 
Ferris stated that it is good to see that despite rounds being down so much that revenue wasn’t that 
much less. 
 
Season Passes and Green Fees 
Hendricks stated that we drafted a punch card for 10 punches for $240.  It would be good for any 
games, 9 or 18 holes, weekends included. 
 
West stated that he likes the idea. 
 
Schodorf stated that hypothetically you could save $6 per game if you played at Auburn. 
 
Hendricks stated that would be correct.   
 
Ferris stated that not everyone will use every punch and some cards may be lost or damaged. 
 
Hendricks stated that we will see about adding a watermark to prevent duplication and the cards will 
be numbered. 



 
Appelhanz asked if Schodorf would purchase a punch card in place of a season pass. 
 
Schodorf stated it would be in addition to a season pass, to use on weekends.  Although for anyone 
only playing weekends, they wouldn’t need a season pass. 
 
Ferris stated that you probably won’t see a loss of revenue. 
 
Schodorf suggested multiple denominations, such as 4 punches for $100 and 8 for $200. 
 
Hendricks stated that we talked about green fees at the last meeting. 
 
Ferris stated we should talk to more golfers before we discuss green fee increases. 

 
Young Business Professionals/YPW 
Appelhanz stated that she met with Zach Wiggins with the YBP and he provided some thoughts on 
how to attract members of YBP.  He stated that most of them have short attention spans, they prefer 
social outings and shorter games.  He suggested a monthly season pass and group lessons for five 
weeks, one at each of the courses.  Another suggestion was lunch and learns.  He stated that a Top 
Golf environment would be a hit, including music, food and drinks.   
 
Hillman asked if we can sell anything more than beer. 
 
Hendricks stated no, that it is a difference of the type of liquor license.  We carry cereal malt 
beverage.   
 
Appelhanz stated that we have a variety of inventory.  We are looking to add appetizers to the food 
menu as well.  We are going to start putting this together in the fall.  Also, turning their games into a 
competition in our mobile app. 
 
West stated that the Top Golf event is a great idea.  We should consider starting with one for free 
and doing a video to use to market and promote future events. 
 
Schodorf stated that we shouldn’t need to do it for free.  We can just offer it at a good price.  He 
recommended taking the next step and putting together some proposals. 
 
Ferris stated that we should look into getting a sponsor for the beer and food. 

 
MacDonald 
Hendricks stated that several issues regarding MacDonald were brought up at our last meeting.  
Since then, we have hired a temporary staff from Syndeo to work with Ron Reese to repair the 
bunkers. 
 
Reese stated that so far the issues have been with the original construction.  We have found roots 
growing through and bunkers packed with peat gravel.  We can repair about one per day.  Most of 
the problems are inside the bunker.  They are part of a cheap renovation that was done years ago. 
 
Ferris asked about the fairways. 
 
Reese stated that they fertilized yesterday and again today and that they will aerify in some spots.  
The early spring has been hard on the Bermuda.   
 
Hendricks asked how Reese waters. 
 
Reese stated that he is old-school and just looks at the grass to determine if watering is needed.  
Bermuda doesn’t require as much water and the tees get watered every night.  
 
Hillman asked if there a lot of leaks. 
 



Reese stated not really. 
 
Hendricks stated that Tom West scheduled a meeting Councilmember Meitzner, Councilmember 
Williams, City Manager Layton and Troy Houtman and myself regarding First Tee expanding at 
MacDonald. 
 
West stated that most chapters usually end up with a permanent location.  Junior golf in Wichita is 
important and needs to be grown.  First Tee presented a proposal that the City lease property to 
First Tee and they will build their own building to house their operations and an indoor training facility 
and they would also construct a driving range, practice putting green and bunker that would be 
available to the public as well.  The City wouldn’t have to pay for anything.  There are three 
contractors that First Tee would work with (Wildcat Golf, Dondlinger and Cornejo) and would love to 
see if they would donate the work, or at least “at cost”.  MacDonald is the prime target location.  The 
goal is to have it open by next spring.  We still need the City’s blessing over the next 90 days in 
order to break ground by early winter.  
 
Reese stated that Toro has contracts with First Tee.  This would make us eligible for discounted 
purchases for equipment. 

 
Open Discussion 
 

o Listening to golfers 
Schodorf stated that we should pick days to talk to golfers.   
 
Hendricks asked if there should be an agenda. 
 
Schodorf stated that we should have ideas for them to discuss.  Listen to their gripes and also ask 
them what they think of this, this and this and ask if they would support a rate increase to do it. 
 
Hendricks stated the committee should send ideas and dates to Michelle and we will start 
scheduling. 
 

o Pace of Play 
Ferris stated it should never take more than 4 hours and 15 minutes to play at Auburn Hills.  We 
need to encourage faster play than what the rating states. 

 
Next Meeting July 11, 2017 at AH 

 
 
 
 


